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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ohwada et al. (U.S.6692134).. 

Ohwada (6692134) discloses a surface-emitting device precisely positioned in 

the front of the LCD unit, and LCD having the surface-emitting device having: 

Regarding claim 1 as shown in (figs. 1-3), a bar-shaped light source (13), a light 
guiding plate (12) for entering a light of the light source (13) from a lateral end surface 
and emitting the light from an emissive surface, and a cover for supporting the bar- 
shaped light source (13a) and the light guiding plate (12), wherein the cover (15) is 
made of a metal plate (col. 6, lines 25-27) having a spring characteristic, a substantially 
bracket-shaped cross sectional shape. As shown in (fig. 3), a width of the 
bracketshaped cover (15) on a side of an opening portion is smaller than the width on 
the opposite side, and the cover (15) covers the bar-shaped light source 13) and the 
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light guiding plate (12) and pinches the light guiding plate (12) by the opening portion of 
the bracket-shaped cover, so as to make the bar-shaped light source (13) and the light 
guiding plate (12) into close contact and support the bar-shaped light source (13) and 
the light guide plate (12). 

Regarding claim 2 as shown in (figs. 1-3), a protrudent portion is provided on an 
upper inner surface of the bracket-shaped cover (15) at a position corresponding to a 
top of the bar-shaped light source (13), so as to pinch the bar-shaped light source (13), 
and the opening portion of the bracket-shaped cover (15) pinches the light guiding plate 
(12), thereby making the bar-shaped light source (13) and the light guiding plate (12) 
into close contact and supporting the-both bar-shaped light source (13) and the light 
guide late. 

Regarding claim 3 as shown in (fig 3), a width of a distal end portion of the 
opening portion of the bracket-shaped cover (15) is larger than a narrowest width of the 
cover (15). 

Regarding claim 4 as shown in (fig. 3), a reflective film (17) for reflecting a light 
from the light source (13) is provided in an inner surface of the metal plate which forms 
the cover (15), having the spring characteristic. 
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Regarding claim 5 as shown in (fig. 3) the metal plate which forms the cover (15), 
having the spring characteristic, is made of stainless steel with mirror finished surface 
by electrolytic polishing (col. 6, lines 25-27). 

Regarding claim 6, the metal plate which forms the cover, having the spring 
characteristic, is made of chrome plated low alloy steel (col. 6, lines 25-27). 

Regarding claim 7 as shown in (fig. 2-3), projections for pinching the lateral end 
portion of the light guiding plate (12) there between in the width direction are provided 
on the both ends of the cover (15) and by these projections. The light guiding plate (12) 
is positioned in the^ width direction. 

Regarding claim 8 as shown in (figs. 2-3), protrude ting' portions protruding in the 
width direction of the light guiding plate (12) are formed in both ends of the cover (15), 
projections are extended respectively from the protrudent portions one of in a 
longitudinal direction of the light guiding plate (12) and in a direction orthogonal to a 
longitudinal direction of the respective protrudent portions, and a space between the 
projections is substantially identical to the width of the light guiding plate (12). 

Regarding claim 9 as shown in (figs.2-3), the projections (16a) serve as fit 
portions for fixing the surface emitting device (10) to a case. 

Regarding claim 10 as shown in (figs.2-3), each of the projections (16a) is 
formed by a base extended from each end of the cover (15) in a thickness direction of 
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the light guiding plate (12), a fit plate extended from a distal end of the base in a 
longitudinal direction of the light guiding plate (12), a hook portion extended from an 
outward side of the fit plate and bent upwardly at a connected portion with the fit plate, 
and a hooked projection bent upward from a distal end portion of the fit plate. 

Regarding claim 1 1 as shown in (figs. 2-3), the surface emitting device (10) is 
provided in front of a liquid crystal display element (12). 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bertrand Zeade whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2387. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571-272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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